
FAMILY 
ENGAGEMENT 

IN LANGUAGE, LITERACY, AND SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 



COMMUNICATION 
& 

LANGUAGE 
MAKES 

THE 
WORLD 

GO 
ROUND 



A parent’s story…
Fears: 

The unknown impact on language and 
literacy 

Ability to communicate

■ talk/sign

Sense of self

Ability to develop friendships

Can I do this? 

All the decisions:

■ Language/communication options

■ Technology

■ Schools 



Hands & Voices 
Family Leadership in Language and Learning 

“FL3”

Program Goal: Ensure that 
statewide EHDI systems 
incorporate certain elements 
that support the families, 
parents, and caregivers of deaf 
or hard of hearing infants and 
children in optimizing language, 
literacy, social-emotional 
development. 





FL3 Parent-Takeaways
 Cognitive Development
 Early Literacy Development
 Language Development

 Semantics
 Syntax and Morphology
 Phonology
 Child Pragmatics

 Visual Language Development
 Social Emotional Development 

 See Parent Take-aways on the Hands & Voices website, 
https://www.handsandvoices.org/fl3/fl3-docs/parent-take-
aways.html

 or take a deeper dive into the H&V FL3 Project in these areas 
here, https://www.handsandvoices.org/fl3/topics/lang-lit-
soc.html .  

https://www.handsandvoices.org/fl3/fl3-docs/parent-take-aways.html
https://www.handsandvoices.org/fl3/topics/lang-lit-soc.html


COACHING MODEL WITH PARENTS 

■ Explore 
■ Provide Information
■ Check-In 

Language development for children who are deaf or hard of 
hearing needs the attention and support of everyone involved 

with the child – it has a lifelong impact! 



Thank you! 

Hands & Voices 
www.handsandvoices.org

http://www.handsandvoices.org/
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